“HOPE for HOWARD”

BENEFIT CONCERT

7:30pm to 10:30pm, Saturday May 14, 2005
At the Whitby Courthouse Theatre
416 Centre Street South, Whitby, Ontario
Sponsored by: The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Durham

 (In partnership with AASK; Africa Aids Support of the Kawarthas).
The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Durham (UUCD) is pleased to be sponsoring a concert to benefit HOWARD HOSPITAL in Zimbabwe, Africa on Saturday May 14, 2005 at the Whitby Courthouse Theatre in Whitby Ontario. The concert will be hosted by the Durham based folk/pop band FullCircle . Also performing this night are special guests Brookfield, Magoo, Anne Lederman and Tom Leighton who will share the stage for an evening of music and voices raised in support of HOWARD HOSPITAL and its grass roots response to the AIDS/HIV crisis in rural Africa. All the musicians involved in the concert have kindly volunteered their talents in support of this effort. 

All proceeds raised at the concert will be donated to AASK (Africa AIDS Support of the Kawarthas) for direct transmittal to HOWARD HOSPITAL. AASK is small group of dedicated and diverse professional volunteers in the Peterborough area who travel to Zimbabwe on a regular basis to personally bring medicines, supplies, volunteer assistance, pastoral counselling, and much needed community outreach to the patients in the hospital and to the children and families in the surrounding community. 

In addition to an exciting evening of music, there will be displays, raffles and AASK volunteers on hand to give first hand information about their experiences at HOWARD HOSPITAL and the ways in which monies are being utilized. 

More about HOWARD HOSPITAL

Howard Hospital is located in a rural region of Zimbabwe about one and a half hours northeast of the capital, Harare. It is a tiny Salvation Army clinical care and teaching facility, led by a Canadian physician Dr. Paul Thistle (a graduate of University of Toronto). The hospital operates on a shoestring budget. The staff and volunteers work tirelessly without sufficient medical supplies, manpower, or resources to meet the needs of the hundreds of patients that seek help there each day. The rate of HIV / AIDS is approximately 37% in this region, and 90% of Howard Hospital patients have serious HIV-related conditions. (Like Tuberculosis). There are almost no AIDS drugs available. The hospital has approximately 145 beds split into men's, women's and children wards. Nearly half of the 142 people who work at the hospital are HIV positive. Testing patient blood samples for the HIV virus is done on site by trained lab staff.
There is exciting Canadian-based research that is exploring affordable drug therapy which may help to prevent the transmission of the HIV virus from a pregnant mother to her child at the time of birth. These drugs, along with widespread information and education programs, may be the only hope of preventing the spread of HIV in Sub-Sahara Africa. 

Photographer Doug MacLellan has graciously agreed to let us use one of his photos for our poster for this event. AASK will also be showing some of his photos at their booth at this fund raiser for The Howard. Please go to Http://www.foto8.com/foto8journal/DougMacLellan/Index.html to see Doug MacLellan's powerful photographs of this hospital and it's people. 

See also http://www3.sympatico.ca/macgalka/zimbabwe2.htm . 
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More about AASK 
AASK (Africa AIDS Support of the Kawarthas) is a small group of Peterborough area volunteers working to support Howard Hospital. AASK is supported by Ve’ahavta, (the Canadian Jewish Humanitarian Relief Committee) as well as service groups such as Rotary and Kiwanis, Sir Sanford Flemming College, Unitarian and United Churches, CIDA, and many other groups and individuals who wish to reach out to the people of Africa in a real and tangible way. For further information on AASK go to www.flemingc.on.ca/news/releases/200406141155.cfm . 

More about UUCD 
The Unitarian Universalist Congregation Of Durham is a liberal religious community that was established in 1997 and meets at 10:30 am each Sunday morning at the Brooklin Community Centre for worship and fellowship. Unitarian Universalists are strongly committed to humanitarian and social justice causes. The current crisis in Africa has prompted the UUCD to sponsor this event. 
For more information on the UUCD go to www.UUCD.ca 
More about the Performers 
FullCircle - is a Durham Region based folk/pop band formed in 1999. The group sings predominantly folk music with a smattering of pop, rock and ethnic influences thrown in. Two of the group’s original members, Norah Love and Reid Wilson, are members of the UUCD. Other band members are Doug Hutchinson and John and Anna Ioannou. 

For further information on FullCircle go to www.FullCircleFolk.com . 

Magoo - is a Singer /Songwriter/Teacher/Recording artist/organizer and folk musician extraordinaire with a special calling to children. For further information go to www.Magooman.com . 

Brookfield - is a Whitby based folk group with members Fredrick and Joy Brooks and Jeff Brackett. Their CD "Brookfield - Medicine Lands" with all songs composed by Fredrick Brooks was produced in 1996. Fred, Jeff and Joy have been making music together for well over 20 years. They are the foundation of Brookfield. Sabbaticals have been taken, band members have come and gone, families have been raised, and now they are back where they started, creating songs based on life and its’ rich stories to be told. Their music is a blend of folk, jazz and blues. 

Anne Lederman - is a multi-instrumentalist, singer and fiddler extraordinaire. She has been called "a national treasure". For further information go to www.AnneLederman.com 
and 

Tom Leighton - is a dynamic teacher and multi-instrumentalist with expansive repertoire of celtic/folk/roots music and original arrangements on keyboard, accordion, and bodhran. For further information go to www.Haines-Leighton.com . 

Other facts about AIDS in Africa: 

•This is the largest, most deadly plague ever known and yet Canadians are largely oblivious.

•40 million sub-Saharan Africans have HIV/AIDS. 

•8,000 of these people die every day.

•2.3 million sub-Saharan Africans died of HIV/AIDS last year. That's over four people per minute, every day of the year.

•In many areas, the rate of HIV is at 30% or higher.

•Zimbabwe was once an example of an Africa nation that had achieved independence with great success. It exported food and was known as the “bread basket” of Africa. Its cities had efficient infrastructures and there was a highly educated and trained professional class. However, the country has been ravaged by drought, political upheaval and famine and, most significantly, by HIV / AIDS. Zimbabwe’s HIV rate is one of the highest in the world. 

•AIDS drugs are in short supply or nonexistent in most areas of sub-Saharan Africa.

•While in North America people with HIV are now living long healthy and productive lives because of treatment, Africans with HIV live only an average of 2-3 years after infection.

•Because AIDS is ravaging the professional and child-rearing age group, the World Health Organization predicts that by 2010 there will be 25 million AIDS orphans in Africa.

•Care-givers and medical staff in Zimbabwe are experiencing extreme levels of stress and despair.
For more information about this event, you can call Norah Love at 905-668-0999 or Reid Wilson at 905-852-4866. 

